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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE; To always permit the program of a terminal to be used 
at the latest state by providing a patch managing file, a patch 
registration means, and a patch retrieval means, etc., at a host, and 
also, providing a program file and a program managing means, etc., 
at a terminal. 

CONSTITUTION: When log-on from the terminal is performed, a 
patch data inquiry means 5 is started up. The means 5 transfers the 
content of a program managing file 10 to the patch data retrieval 
means 2 of a host. The means 2 detects all the patch data in which 
a sent program name coincides with the number of edition of the 
program from the patch managing file 8, and starts up a patch data 
transfer means 3. The means 3 transfers the program name, etc., to 
the means 5 when the patch data exists, and transfers a message 
representing the absence of the patch data to the means 5 when no 
patch data exists. The means 5 generates a patch data file 1 1 when 
sent data is the patch data, and starts up a patch applying means 6. 
The means 6 reads in the patch data from the patch data file 1 1 , 
and executes patch, and updates the number of edition of the patch 
data. 
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